Date with an Object  / Moderator: Megan Cook by Cook, Megan et al.












Megan Cook teaches medieval literature and the history of the book at 
Colby College, where she is an associate professor in the English 
department. She is the author of The Poet and the Antiquaries: 
Chaucerian Scholarship and the Rise of Literary History, 1532-1635 
(Penn, 2019) and, with Elizaveta Strakhov, the co-editor of John 
Lydgate's Dance of Death and Related Works (Medieval Institute 
Publications, 2019). 
 
Heath Patten is the Curator of Visual Resources for the Oberlin College 
Libraries. He assumed the role of Curator in 2017; he was Assistant 
Curator of Visual Resources from 2002-2016. He holds B.A. degrees in 
History, Anthropology, and Art History from The Ohio State 
University. Patten’s graduate work at The Ohio State University 
produced a M.A. in Anthropology and doctoral work in Art History. 
 
Barbara Q. Prior (BA, MA Art History, MSLIS) is the Head of 
Clarence Ward Art Library, Oberlin College, 1998 – present. She has  
20+ years experience teaching with objects from the art library special 
collections. Some highlights include: the Thomas Jefferson 
Architecture Library; Oberlin Mail Art Collection; and the Oberlin 
Artists' Book Collection.  
 
 
Ken Grossi has served as the Oberlin College Archivist since 
2008. He works with faculty members to provide instructional 
sessions related to the Archives and primary source materials for 
undergraduate classes.  He collaborates with archivists, librarians, 
teachers, and others on projects using primary source materials for 
exhibits, online digital collections, elementary and secondary 
classroom instruction or assignments, presentations, and outreach 
programs.    
 
 
Ann Sherif has a PhD in Japanese Literature from the University of 
Michigan. Her publications include Japan’s Cold War: Literature, 
Media, and the Law (Columbia University Press). Sherif’s current 
book project focuses on independent and regional publishers and 
literature in Japan, 1917-1990, with a particular focus on the print and 
visual cultures of Hiroshima. At Oberlin College, Sherif teaches a 
First-Year Seminar on Nature & Environment in East Asia. She is a 
member of the college’s Environmental Studies Committee and the 
Book Studies Concentration Committee. She also coordinates the 
Green Legacy Hiroshima Initiative at Oberlin. 
 
 
Anne Salsich is the associate archivist at the Oberlin College 
Archives. Since 2008 she has processed collections, managed online 
finding guide delivery, built digital collections and exhibits, and 
trained students and interns in digitalization, metadata, and 
collections processing. 
 
